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The purpose of the Department of World Languages and Cultures is to foster a deep sense of passion, 

curiosity, discovery, understanding, and connectedness with communities at all levels, from local to 

global, in order to empower our students to engage and act responsibly in a culturally sensitive and 

multilingual manner. 

 

Our goal is that, in every class, from 111 to 400-level courses, students will develop the skills, knowledge, and 

attitudes needed to interact with people who are different from them.  We aspire that, by the end of our program, 

students will go beyond being just responsible global citizens to becoming partners, true partners, alongside people 

around the world, using our intercultural and communicative competencies. 

 

To accomplish this, we endorse the World-Readiness Standards, often referred to as the “5 C’s”.  The image below 

helps explain how these work in the context of traditional acquisition skills.  The full description follows as well. 

 

We expect students to reach intermediate-high proficiency in speaking (interpersonal mode of communication) and 

Advanced-Low in all other areas, including intercultural competence.  Skills and benchmark performance indicators 

for each of these acquisition levels follow. 
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Goals for Communication at the Advanced Level 

 

Presentational Benchmark: I 
can deliver detailed and 

organized presentations on 
familiar as well as unfamiliar 

concrete topics, in paragraphs 
and using various time frames 

through spoken, written or 
signed language.

Interpersonal Benchmark: I can maintain 
spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 

conversations and discussions across various 
time frames on familiar, as well as unfamiliar, 

concrete topics using series of connected 
sentences and probing questions. 

(Intermediate High speakers do this most of 
the time.)

Interpretive Benchmark: I can 
understand the main message 

and supporting details on a 
wide variety of familiar and 

general interest topics across 
various time frames from 

complex, organized texts that 
are spoken, written or signed.



 
Department of World Languages & Cultures 

Program Goals 
 

Investigate Interact 

Investigate products and practices to 
understand cultural perspectives: In my 
own and other cultures I can explain some 
diversity among products and practices and 
how it relates to perspectives. 

Interact with others in and from another 
culture: I can interact at a competent level in 
familiar and some unfamiliar contexts. 

 

Performance Indicators 

Investigate products: In my own and other 
cultures I can explain how a variety of 
products of public and personal interest are 
related to perspectives. 

Interact with language: I can converse 
comfortably with others from the target 
culture in familiar and some unfamiliar 
situations and show some understanding of 
cultural differences. 

Investigate practices: In my own and other 
cultures I can explain how a variety of 
practices within familiar and social situations 
are related to perspectives. 

Interact with behavior: I can demonstrate 
awareness of subtle differences among 
cultural behaviors and adjust my behavior 
accordingly in familiar and some unfamiliar 
situations.   

Adapted from LinguaFolio® – National Council of State Supervisors for Languages © 2018 

(Last update: August 2019) 

 


